Read for Refugees

FICTION

Exit West
by Mohsin Hamid
Mohsin Hamed’s novel of the strife created by the Syrian Civil War is told through the lens
of the love affair of young Nadia and Saeed. The pair find one another as their country
teeters toward violent conflict and explosive unrest climbs to a terrifying fever pitch,
forcing the couple to flee for survival.

In the Sea There are Crocodiles
by Fabio Geda
What would you do if, when you were ten, you were left to fend for yourself, and, in order
to survive, you had to undertake a harrowing journey all the way from Afghanistan to
Italy? In the Sea There Are Crocodiles brilliantly captures Enaiat’s engaging voice and
humor, in what is a truly epic story of hope and survival, for readers of all ages.

The Kite Runner
by Khaled Hosseini
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy
and the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite Runner
transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and
destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is also about the power of reading, the price
of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers
over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies.

Little Bee: A Novel
by Chris Cleave
Little Bee is a dual narrative story about a Nigerian orphan and asylum-seeker and a
British magazine editor, who meet on a Nigerian beach, never expecting to see each
other again. But, after a series of unbelievable events, the two are reunited in England
several years later.

Odyssey to the North
by Mario Bencastro
A freedom fighter who fled El Salvador discovers that in the U.S. he is a second-class
citizen in a racist country. The novel chronicles his dangerous journey across several
borders, all the way to Washington and disillusion.

The Refugees
by Viet Thanh Nguyen
In The Refugees, Viet Thanh Nguyen gives voice to lives led between two worlds, the
adopted homeland and the country of birth. From a young Vietnamese refugee who
suffers profound culture shock when he comes to live with two gay men in San
Francisco, to a woman whose husband is suffering from dementia and starts to confuse
her for a former lover, to a girl living in Ho Chi Minh City whose older half-sister comes
back from America having seemingly accomplished everything she never will, the stories
are a captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of immigration.

A Thousand Splendid Suns
by Khaled Hosseini
Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and
Laila are two women brought jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they
endure the ever escalating dangers around them -- in their home as well as in the streets
of Kabul -- they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter
to each other, and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the
next generation.

A Thread of Grace
by Mary Doria Russell
Tracing the lives of a handful of fascinating characters—a charismatic Italian Resistance
leader, a priest, an Italian rabbi’s family, a disillusioned German doctor—Mary Doria
Russell tells the little-known story of the vast underground effort by Italian citizens who
saved the lives of 43,000 Jews during the final phase of World War II.
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What Is the What
by Dave Eggers
What Is the What is the epic novel based on the life of Valentino Achak Deng who, along
with thousands of other children —the so-called Lost Boys—was forced to leave his
village in Sudan at the age of seven and trek hundreds of miles by foot, pursued by
militias, government bombers, and wild animals, crossing the deserts of three countries
to find freedom. When he finally is resettled in the United States, he finds a life full of
promise, but also heartache and myriad new challenges.

A Long Petal of the Sea
by Isabel Allende
From the author of The House of the Spirits, this epic novel spanning decades and
crossing continents follows two young people as they flee the aftermath of the Spanish
Civil War in search of a place to call home.
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